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Fontana Unified Dedicates New Academy to  
Civil Rights Champion Dolores Huerta 

 
FONTANA, CA �t Fontana Unified School District officials dedicated the new Dolores Huerta International 
Academy during an Oct. 11 community celebration that featured musical performances from students 
and inspiring remarks from the nationally renowned labor leader, who inspired students to forge ahead 
with their educational endeavors and pursue their dreams. 
 
� Î just want to thank you all for being here today and tell you how very grateful I am and so honored to 
have this incredible and beautiful school dedicated to my name,�_ Huerta said before an audience of 
hundreds of academy scholars, community members and parents. � Âll of us are so blessed to be in a 
school district that�[s going to really love and care for their children and make sure they are not only 
prepared for college, but are prepared to go out into the world.�_ 
 
The state-of-the-art dual-language magnet school opened its doors to 350 students in kindergarten 
through third �P�Œ���������]�v�����µ�P�µ�•�š���î�ì�í�ò�U���o���µ�v���Z�]�v�P���}�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�µ�v�]�š�]���•���(�}�Œ���&�}�v�š���v���[�•���Ç�}�µ�v�P���o�����Œ�v���Œ�•���š�}�����Æ�‰�o�}�Œ����
innovative English-

after

 Huerta, a civil rights leader and co-founder of the United Farm Workers 
who, alongside Cesar Chavez, played a critical role in securing rights for farm workers. Community 
members advocated for naming the school after Huerta �t �������Z���u�‰�]�}�v���(�}�Œ���Á�}�Œ�l���Œ�•�[�U���]�u�u�]�P�Œ���v�š�•�[�����v����
�Á�}�u���v�[�•���Œ�]�P�Z�š�•���Á�Z�}�•�������}�µ�Œ���P���}�µ�•��activism will serve as an inspiration for generations of students. 
 
� �̂/�������v�[�š���š�Z�]�v�l���}�(�������u�}�Œ�������Æ���u�‰�o���Œ�Ç���Œ�}le model for our students than Ms. Dolores Huerta, who has spent 
a majority of her life being a powerful voice for those in need and empowering the community she has 
long represented�U�_���&�}�v�š���v�����h�v�]�(�]���������}���Œ�����W�Œ���•�]�����v�š���>�}�Œ���v�������}�Œ�}�v�����•���]���X �^�d�Z�]�•���•���Z�}�}�o���]�•������wise 
�]�v�À���•�š�u���v�š���]�v���}�µ�Œ���•�š�µ�����v�š�•�[���(�µ�š�µ�Œ���•. I want to thank Ms. Huerta for being here to witness our dreams of 
providing our youngest learners a high-quality education come to fruition.�_ 
 
The ceremony included musical performances by kindergarten and first-grade students, who sang their 
respective songs �t �^�,�]�u�v�}���������o���•�����u���Œ�]�����•�_�����v�����^���������}�o�}�Œ���•�_���t in Spanish. The program also featured a 
welcome speech from third-grade scholars and an IB scholar from Jurupa Hills High School, which offers 
the prestigious IB program.   
 



 

OUR MISSION: The mission of the Fontana Unified School District is to graduate all students prepared to succeed in a changing 
world. Fontana Unified School District celebrates learning through the development of the whole child. Our commitment to 

excellence provides quality education, in depth, for all students. 

� T̂he vision we have for our students is built on collaboration and dedication to promoting academic 
excellence and global compassion by providing an innovative and multi-�o�]�v�P�µ���o�������µ�����š�]�}�v�U�_��said Maribel 
Lopez-Tyus, principal of the Dolores Huerta International Academy. � Î am proud to serve as principal and 
to uphold the vision and core values our parents have set forth for our scholars, educators and 
���}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�Ç�X�_ 

 
�d�Z�������}�o�}�Œ���•���,�µ���Œ�š�����/�v�š���Œ�v���š�]�}�v���o�������������u�Ç�[�•���(�����š�µ�Œ�������‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u�•�����]�u���š�}���]�v�•�‰�]�Œ�����•�š�µ�����v�š�•��to gain 
multilingual skills through its English-Spanish dual-language program and prepare for enrollment in 
rigorous high school IB courses �t pathways that will lead to high levels of achievement in college and 
careers.  
 
It was recently named
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